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Join or Die 

Friday last an Express arrived here from Major Washington, with Advice, that Mr. Ward, Ensign of Capt. 
Trent's Company, was compelled to surrender his small Fort in the Forks of Monongahela to the French, 
on the 17th past; who fell down from Venango with a Fleet of 360 Battoes and Canoes, upwards of 1000 
Men, and 18 Pieces of Artillery, which they planted against the Fort; and Mr. Ward having but 44 Men, 
and no Cannon to make a proper Defence, was obliged to surrender on Summons, capitulating to march 
out with their Arms, &c. and they had accordingly joined Major Washington, who was advanced with 
three Companies of the Virginia Forces, as far as the New Store near the Allegheny Mountains, where 
the Men were employed in clearing a Road for the Cannon, which were every Day expected with Col. 
Fry, and the Remainder of the Regiment. -- We hear farther, that some few of the English Traders on 
the Ohio escaped, but 'tis supposed the greatest Part are taken, with all their Goods, and Skins, to the 
Amount of near 20,000 pounds. The Indian Chiefs, however, have dispatch'd Messages to Pennsylvania, 
and Virginia, desiring that the English would not be discouraged, but send out their Warriors to join 
them, and drive the French out of the Country before they fortify; otherwise the Trade will be lost, and, 
to their great Grief, an eternal Separation made between the Indians and their Brethren the English. 'Tis 
farther said, that besides the French that came down from Venango, another Body of near 400, is 
coming up the Ohio; and that 600 French Indians, of the Chippaways and Ottaways, are coming down 
Siota River, from the Lake, to join them; and many more French are expected from Canada; the Design 
being to establish themselves, settle their Indians, and build Forts just on the Back of our Settlements in 
all our Colonies; from which Forts, as they did from Crown-Point, they may send out their Parties to kill 
and scalp the Inhabitants, and ruin the Frontier Counties. Accordingly we hear, that the Back Settlers in 
Virginia, are so terrify'd by the Murdering and Scalping of the Family last Winter, and the Taking of this 
Fort, that they begin already to abandon their Plantations, and remove to Places of more Safety... 
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Resolved, That the Congress will apply to His Majesty for a redress of grievances, under which his faithful subjects in America 
labour, and assure him that the colonies hold in abhorrence the idea of being considered independent communities on the 
British Government, and most ardently desire the establishment of a political union, not only among themselves, but with the 
mother state, upon those principles of safety and freedom which are essential in the constitution of all free governments, 
and particularly that of the British Legislature. And as the colonies from their local circumstances cannot be represented in 
the Parliament of Great Britain, they will humbly propose to His Majesty, and his two Houses of Parliament, the following 
plan, under which the strength of the whole Empire may be drawn together on any emergency; the interests of both 
countries advanced; and the rights and liberties of America secured.  

A Plan of a proposed Union between Great Britain and the Colonies.  

That a British and American legislature, for regulating the administration of the general affairs of America, be proposed and 
established in America, including all the said colonies; within and under which government, each colony shall retain its 
present constitution and powers of regulating and governing its own internal police in all cases whatsoever.  

That the said government be administered by a President General, to be appointed by the King and a grand council to be 
chosen by the Representatives of the people of the several colonies in their respective assemblies, once in every three years.  

That the several assemblies shall choose members for the grand council in the following proportions, viz.  

New Hampshire,Massachusetts-Bay,Rhode Island,Connecticut,New-York,New-Jersey,Pennsylvania,Delaware 
Counties,Maryland,Virginia,North Carolina,South-Carolina,Georgia.  
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It is proposed that humble application be made for an act of Parliament of Great Britain, by virtu of which one 
general government may be formed in America, including all the said colonies, within and under which 
government each colony may retain its present constitution, except in the particulars wherein a change may be 
directed by the said act, as hereafter follows.  
 
1. That the said general government be administered by a President-General, to be appointed and supported by 
the crown; and a Grand Council, to be chosen by the representatives of the people of the several Colonies met 
in their respective assemblies.  
2. That within ----- months after the passing such act, the House of Representatives that happen to be sitting 
within that time, or that shall be especially for that purpose convened, may and shall choose members for the 
Grand Council, in the following proportion, that is to say,  
 
Massachusetts Bay..............7   New Hampshire....................2  Connecticut..........................5    
Rhode Island........................2   New York.............................4  New Jersey..........................3 
Pennsylvania.......................6  Maryland.............................3  Virginia.................................7  
North Carolina......................4  South Carolina.....................4   ---48  
 
3.  ---- who shall meet for the first time at the city of Philadelphia, being called by the President-General as soon 
as conveniently may be after his appointment.  
4. That there shall be a new election of the members of the Grand Council every three years; and, on the death 
or resignation of any member, his place should be supplied by a new choice at the next sitting of the Assembly 
of the Colony he represented.  
5. That after the first three years, when the proportion of money arising out of each Colony to the general 
treasury can be known, the number of members to be chosen for each Colony shall, from time to time, in all 
ensuing elections, be regulated by that proportion, yet so as that the number to be chosen by any one Province 
be not more than seven, nor less than two.  
6. That the Grand Council shall meet once in every year, and oftener if occasion require, at such time and place 
as they shall adjourn to at the last preceding meeting, or as they shall be called to meet at by the President-
General on any emergency; he having first obtained in writing the consent of seven of the members to such call, 
and sent duly and timely notice to the whole.  
7. That the Grand Council have power to choose their speaker; and shall neither be dissolved, prorogued, nor 
continued sitting longer than six weeks at one time, without their own consent or the special command of the 
crown.  
8. That the members of the Grand Council shall be allowed for their service ten shillings sterling per diem, during 
their session and journey to and from the place of meeting; twenty miles to be reckoned a day's journey.  
9. That the assent of the President-General be requisite to all acts of the Grand Council, and that it be his office 
and duty to cause them to be carried into execution.  
10. That the President-General, with the advice of the Grand Council, hold or direct all Indian treaties, in which 
the general interest of the Colonies may be concerned; and make peace or declare war with Indian nations.  
11. That they make such laws as they judge necessary for regulating all Indian trade.  
12. That they make all purchases from Indians, for the crown, of lands not now within the bounds of particular 
Colonies, or that shall not be within their bounds when some of them are reduced to more convenient 
dimensions.  
13. That they make new settlements on such purchases, by granting lands in the King's name, reserving a 
quitrent to the crown for the use of the general treasury.  
14. That they make laws for regulating and governing such new settlements, till the crown shall think fit to form 
them into particular governments.  
15. That they raise and pay soldiers and build forts for the defence of any of the Colonies, and equip vessels of 
force to guard the coasts and protect the trade on the ocean, lakes, or great rivers; but they shall not impress 
men in any Colony, without the consent of the Legislature.  
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GENTLEMEN, Sir (to the Speaker), I have been charged with giving birth to sedition in America. They have spoken their 
sentiments with freedom against this unhappy act, and that freedom has become their crime. Sorry I am to hear the liberty 
of speech in this House imputed as a crime. But the imputation shall not discourage me. It is a liberty I mean to exercise. No 
gentleman ought to be afraid to exercise it. It is a liberty by which the gentleman who calumniates it might have profited. He 
ought to have desisted from his project. The gentleman tells us, America is obstinate; America is almost in open rebellion. I 
rejoice that America has resisted. Three millions of people so dead to all the feelings of liberty, as voluntarily to submit to be 
slaves, would have been fit instruments to make slaves of the rest. I come not here armed at all points, with law cases and 
acts of Parliament, with the statute-book doubled down in dog's ears, to defend the cause of liberty: if I had, I myself would 
have cited the two cases of Chester and Durham. I would have cited them, to have shown that, even under former arbitrary 
reigns, Parliaments were ashamed of taxing a people without their consent, and allowed them representatives. . . . The 
gentleman tells us of many who are taxed, and are not represented. -- The India Company, merchants, stockholders, 
manufacturers. Surely many of these are represented in other capacities, as owners of land, or as freemen of boroughs. It is 
a misfortune that more are not equally represented. But they are all inhabitants, and as such, are they not virtually 
represented? Many have it in their option to be actually represented. They have connections with those that elect, and they  

…The gentleman asks, when were the colonies emancipated? But I desire to know, when they were made slaves? But I dwell 
not upon words. When I had the honor of serving his Majesty, I availed myself of the means of information, which I derived 
from my office: I speak, therefore, from knowledge. My materials were good, I was at pains to collect, to digest, to consider 
them; and I will be bold to affirm, that the profits to Great Britain from the trade of the colonies, through all its branches, is 
two millions a year. This is the fund that carried you triumphantly through the last war. The estates that were rented at two 
thousand pounds a year, threescore years ago, are at three thousand pounds at present. Those estates sold then from 
fifteen to eighteen years purchase; the same may now be sold for thirty. You owe this to America. This is the price America 
pays for her protection. And shall a miserable financier come with a boast, that he can bring a pepper-corn into the 
exchequer, to the loss of millions to the nation! I dare not say, how much higher these profits may be augmented. Omitting 
the immense increase of people by natural population, in the northern colonies, and the emigration from every part of 
Europe, I am convinced the commercial system of America may be altered to advantage. You have prohibited where you 
ought to have encouraged, and encouraged where you ought to have prohibited. . . .  

…Be to her faults a little blind:Be to her virtues very kind.  Upon the whole, I will beg leave to tell the House what is really 
my opinion. It is, that the Stamp Act be repealed absolutely, totally, and immediately. That the reason for the repeal be 
assigned, because it was founded on an erroneous principle. At the same time, let the sovereign authority of this country 
over the colonies be asserted in as strong terms as can be devised, and be made to extend to every point of legislation 
whatsoever. That we may bind their trade, confine their manufactures, and exercise every power whatsoever, except that of 
taking their money out of their pockets without their consent. 
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Invectives Against the Americans     

To the PRINTER.  

I would fain know what good purpose can be answered, by the frequent invectives published in your and other papers 
against the Americans. Do these small writers hope to provoke the nation by their oratory, to embrue its hands in the blood 
of its, perhaps mistaken children? And if this should be done, do they imagine it could be of any advantage to this country? 
Do they expect to convince the Americans, and reduce them to submission, by their flimsey arguments of virtual 
representation, and of Englishmen by fiction of law only, mixed with insolence, contempt and abuse? Can it be supposed that 
such treatment will make them rest satisfied with the unlimited claim set up, of a power to tax them ad libitum, without their 
consent; while they are to work only for us, and our profit; restrained in their foreign trade by our laws, however profitable it 
might be to them; forbidden to manufacture their own produce, and obliged to purchase the work of our artificers at our 
own prices? Is this the state we wish to keep them in? And can it be thought such writings (which are unfortunately 
reprinted in all their papers) will induce them to bear it with greater patience, and during a longer period of time?  

The gentle terms of republican race, mixed rabble of Scotch, Irish and foreign vagabonds, descendants of convicts, 
ungrateful rebels, &c. are some of the sweet flowers of English rhetorick, with which our colonists have of late been regaled. 
Surely, if we are so much their superiors, we should shew the superiority of our breeding by our better manners! Our slaves 
they may be thought: But every master of slaves ought to know, that though all the slave possesses is the property of the 
master, his goodwill is his own, he bestows it where he pleases; and it is of some importance to the master's profit, if he can 
obtain that good-will at the cheap rate of a few kind words, with fair and gentle usage.  

These people, however, are not, never were, nor ever will be our slaves. The first settlers of New England particularly, were 
English gentlemen of fortune, who, being Puritans, left this country with their families and followers, in times of persecution, 
for the sake of enjoying, though in a wilderness, the blessings of civil and religious liberty; of which they retain to this day, 
as high a sense as any Briton whatsoever; and possess as much virtue, humanity, civility, and, let me add, loyalty to their 
Prince, as is to be found among the like number of people in any part of the world; and the other colonies merit and 
maintain the same character. They should then be treated with decency and with candour…  

…I hope, however, to see prudent measures taken by our rulers, such as may heal and not widen our breaches. The 
Americans, I am sure, for I know them, have not the least desire of independence; they submit, in general, to all the laws we 
make for them; they desire only a continuance of what they think a right, the privilege of manifesting their loyalty by 
granting their own money, when the occasions of their prince shall call for it. This right they say they have always enjoyed 
and exercised, and never misused; and they think it wrong that any body of men whatever, should claim a power of giving 
what is not their own, and make to themselves a merit with the sovereign and their own constituents, by granting away the 
property of others who have no representatives in that body, and therefore make no part of the common consent in 
parliament, by which alone, according to magna charta and the petition of right, taxes can be legally laid upon the subject. 
These are their notions. They may be errors; 'tis a part of our common constitution perhaps not hitherto sufficiently 
considered. 'Tis fit for the discussion of wise and learned men, who will, I doubt not, settle it wisely and benevolently. 
Cowardice and cruelty are indeed almost inseparable companions, and none are more ready to propose sending out fleets 
and armies, and to expose friends and foes to one common carnage, than such pusilanimous men as would tremble at a 
sword drawn in their presence tho' with the most peaceable Intention. But Britons, as a people, are equally brave and 
generous; prodigal of their blood and treasure where there are just calls for its expence; and by no means niggards of those 
rights, liberties and privileges, that make the subjects of Britain the envy and admiration of the universe. N. N.  
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There Is No Little Enemy 
To David Hartley  

Philadelphia,  

I wish as ardently as you can do for peace, and should rejoice exceedingly in co-operating with you to 
that end. But every ship from Britain brings some intelligence of new measures that tend more and 
more to exasperate; and it seems to me that until you have found by dear experience the reducing us by 
force impracticable, you will think of nothing fair and reasonable. -- We have as yet resolved only on 
defensive measures. If you would recall your forces and stay at home, we should meditate nothing to 
injure you. A little time so given for cooling on both sides would have excellent effects. But you will 
goad and provoke us. You despise us too much; and you are insensible of the Italian adage, that there is 
no little enemy. -- I am persuaded the body of the British people are our friends; but they are 
changeable, and by your lying Gazettes may soon be made our enemies. Our respect for them will 
proportionally diminish; and I see clearly we are on the high road to mutual enmity, hatred, and 
detestation. A separation will of course be inevitable. -- 'Tis a million of pities so fair a plan as we have 
hitherto been engaged in for increasing strength and empire with public felicity, should be destroyed by 
the mangling hands of a few blundering ministers. It will not be destroyed: God will protect and 
prosper it: You will only exclude yourselves from any share in it. -- We hear that more ships and troops 
are coming out. We know you may do us a great deal of mischief, but we are determined to bear it 
patiently as long as we can; but if you flatter yourselves with beating us into submission, you know 
neither the people nor the country.  

The congress is still sitting, and will wait the result of their last petition.  
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The Misrepresentation of America 
To the PRINTER of the LONDON CHRONICLE.  

SIR, As the bare letter of a Governor of one of our provinces, accusing his People of rebellious intentions, is by 
many here thought sufficient ground for inflicting penalties on such province, unheard, without farther evidence, 
and without knowing what it may have to say in its justification: I wish you would give the Public the following 
Extract of a Letter, in which, Accusations of the Colonies from Officers of Government residing there, are set in a 
light very different from that they have usually been considered in. -- It was written here at the time of our last 
year's disputes, by one who had lived long in America, knew the people and their affairs extremely well -- and 
was equally well acquainted with the temper and practices of government officers. Speaking of the opinion 
entertained in Britain of the Americans, he says,  

"Much has been said of a virtual representation, which the colonies are supposed to have here. Of that I 
understand nothing. But I know what kind of actual representation, or rather misrepresentation, is continually 
made of them, by those from whom ministers chiefly have their information. Governors and other officers of the 
crown, even the little officers of the revenue sent from hence, have all at times some account to give of their 
own loyal and faithful conduct, with which they mix some contrary character of the people that tends to place 
that conduct in a more advantageous light. Every good thing done there in the assemblies, for promoting his 
Majesty's service, was obtained by the Governor's influence: He proposed, he urged strongly, he managed 
parties; -- there was a great opposition; -- the assembly were refractory and disaffected; -- but his zeal and 
dexterity overcame all difficulties. And if thro' his own imprudence, or real want of capacity, any thing goes 
wrong; he is never in fault; the assembly and the people are to bear all the blame; -- they are factious, they are 
turbulent, disloyal, impatient of government, disrespectful to his Majesty's Representative. … 

…This seems a very natural, and I believe is a very true account of the matter. I am, Sir, yours, &c. F. B.  
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To the King's Most Excellent Majesty: 
 
MOST EXCELLENT SOVERIEIGN: We your Majesty's faithful subjects of the colonies of New-hampshire, Massachusetts-bay, Rhode island and 
Providence plantations, Connecticut, New-York, New-Jersey, Pennsylvania, the counties of New Castle, Kent, and Sussex on Delaware, 
Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina and South Carolina, in behalf of ourselves and the inhabitants of these colonies, who have deputed us to 
represent them in general Congress, entreat your Majestyâ€™s gracious attention to this our humble petition. 
 
The union between our Mother Country and these colonies, and the energy of mild and just government, produced benefits so remarkably 
important, and afforded such an assurance of their permanency and increase, that the wonder and envy of other Nations were excited, while 
they beheld Great Britain riseing to a power the most extraordinary the world had ever known. 
 
Her rivals observing, that there was no probability of this happy connection being broken by civil dissentions, and apprehending its future 
effects, if left any longer undisturbed, resolved to prevent her receiving such continual and formidable accessions of wealth and strength, by 
checking the growth of these settlements from which they were to be derived. 
 
In the prosecution of this attempt events so unfavourable to the design took place, that every friend to the interests of Great Britain and 
these colonies entertained pleasing and reasonable expectations of seeing an additional force and extention immediately given to the 
operations

 

 of the union hitherto experienced, by an enlargement of the dominions of the Crown, and the removal of ancient and warlike 
enemies to a greater distance. 
 
At the conclusion therefore of the late war, the most glorious and advantagious that ever had been carried on by British arms, your loyal 
colonists having contributed to its success, by such repeated and strenuous exertions, as frequently procured them the distinguished 
approbation of your Majesty, of the late king, and of Parliament, doubted not but that they should be permitted with the rest of the empire, 
to share in the blessings of peace and the emoluments of victory and conquest. While these recent and honorable acknowledgments of their 
merits remained on record in the journals and acts of the august legislature the arliament, undefaced by the imputation or even the 
suspicion of any offence, they were alarmed by a new system of Statutes and regulations adopted for the administration of the colonies, that 
filled their minds with the most painful fears and jealousies; and to their inexpressible astonishment perceived the dangers of a foreign 
quarrel quickly succeeded by domestic dangers, in their judgment of a more dreadful kind. 
 
 
…We beg leave further to assure your Majesty that notwithstanding the sufferings of your loyal colonists during the course of the present 
controversy, our breasts retain too tender a regard for the kingdom from which we derive our origin to request such a reconciliation as might 
in any manner be inconsistent with her dignity or her welfare. These, related as we are to her, honor and duty, as well as inclination induce 
us to support and advance; and the apprehensions that now oppress our hearts with unspeakable grief, being once removed, your Majesty 
will find your faithful subjects on this continent ready and willing at all times, as they ever have been with their lives and fortunes to assert 
and maintain the rights and interests of your Majesty and of our Mother Country. 
 
We therefore beseech your Majesty, that your royal authority and influence may be graciously interposed to procure us releif [sic] from our 
afflicting fears and jealousies occasioned by the system before mentioned, and to settle peace through every part of your dominions, with all 
humility submitting to your Majesty's wise consideration, whether it may not be expedient for facilitating those important purposes, that your 
Majesty be pleased to direct some mode by which the united applications of your faithful colonists to the throne, in pursuance of their 
common councils, may be improved into a happy and permanent reconciliation; and that in the meantime measures be taken for preventing 
the further destruction of the lives of your Majesty's subjects; and that such statutes as more immediately distress any of your Majestys 
colonies be repealed: For by such arrangements as your Majesty's wisdom can form for collecting the united sense of your American people, 
we are convinced, your Majesty would receive such satisfactory proofs of the disposition of the colonists towards their sovereign and the 
parent state, that the wished for opportunity would soon be restored to them, of evincing the sincerity of their professions by every 
testimony of devotion becoming the most dutiful subjects and the most affectionate colonists. 
 
That your Majesty may enjoy a long and prosperous reign, and that your descendants may govern your dominions with honor to themselves 
and happiness to their subjects is our sincere and fervent prayer. 
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Titles & Source Information (Mixed up) for Written Documents Only 

Political cartoon attributed to Benjamin Franklin that first appeared during the French & 
Indian War, but was republished to get colonists to turn against Britain. (1750s) 

 
Joseph Galloway’s Plan of Union – Pennsylvania conservative’s plan which stressed creation of 
American Parliament within the structure of the pre-existing Parliamentary body. (1774) 

 
Albany Plan of Union by Benjamin Franklin & Thomas Hutchinson – proposal for colonial union 
just before war with France.  The plan called for a federated colonial government, but never 
got off the ground.  It was approved by the delegates at Albany, but not a single colonial 
assembly ratified it. 

 
William Pitts protest against the Stamp Act – Speech that represents strong opposition to the 
pressure being placed on the colonists. (1766) 

 
The Invectives Against the Americans – written by Benjamin Franklin, points out that 
Americans don’t want to be free on Britain, but want a say in Parliament. (December 1765)  

 
There is No Little Enemy – written by Benjamin Franklin, restates desire for peace but realizes 
war is inevitable. (October 1775) 

 
The Misrepresentation of America – written by Benjamin Franklin, addressing the views the 
British published regarding the colonists (1767) 

 
Olive Branch Petition – last chance for a peaceful resolution before armed conflict written by 
the First Continental Congress (1775) 
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